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HEREFORDSHIRE GLOUCESTERSHIRE AND WILTSHIRE 

HOCKEY UMPIRING ASSOCIATION 

www.hgwhua.co.uk 

 
Minutes of the A.G.M. held on 4th April 2017at Cheltenham Civil Service Club 

 
1. Apologies: 
 

Tim Block, Nick Grimshaw, David Lillywhite, Caroline Maddocks, Nick Paget, Alan Taylor, Peter 
Wheatley, Nigel Williams, 
 
Present: 
 
Mike Buckland, Steve Court, Shaun Cullimore, George Elliott, Alison Cook, Terry Cook, John Cull,  
John Hammond, Simon Jackson, Jean Levy, Robin Parker, Mark Readstone, Mike Sheppard, Darrell 
Scarth, Justin Smith, Chris Tomlinson,  Mark Windsor,  

 
2. Approval of 2016 EGM minutes. 
 

Proposed by Chris Tomlinson, seconded by John Cull and agreed by all present. 
  
3. Reports: 
 

 Chairman 
 

 David Lillywhite had tabled a report. It was noted that this would be his last year as Chairman. . 
 

 Secretary 
 

Alison Cook advised normal secretarial duties, dealing with membership renewals and issuing of 
new rule books  
 

 Treasurer 
 

Mark Windsor advised a full report would be given at the EGM.  Membership had increased and 
the website continues to give good value.  All clubs had been invoiced for their umpiring fees 
and expense claims were being received and paid.  The main expenditure for the year has been 
radio headsets. 
 
It was proposed there be no change to membership fees; £12.00 full member and £10.00 
associate member.  This was proposed by Terry Cook and seconded by George Elliott  
 

 Appointments Secretary 
 

Steve Court had tabled a report. He advised the reason for more appointments this season than 
last despite fewer umpires was due to rearranged Sunday games when he could provide 
umpires that were not available on the original date. 
 
John Cull noted that in October 2014 we had 22 umpires available, October 2015 was 21 and 
October 2016 the figure was 15.  He spoke to the meeting about recruitment and the document 
the working party had submitted to the committee and that nothing further had happened.  Mark 
Windsor, as the HGW representative on the West umpiring committee, reported on the initiatives 
being introduced by that committee and by the GoCrea8 Men’s League. 
 
A general discussion took place. 
 
Steve Court advised he would be changing his email address shortly.  Chris Tomlinson proposed 
a vote of thanks to Steve for his efforts during the season. 
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 Chief Coach 
 

Peter Wheatley had tabled a report.  Terry Cook reported that he and Alison Cook were now 
county coaches.  The first step for this had been to take the on-line Umpire Developer Course 
and he recommended this for anyone interested. 
 

5. Amendment to the Constitution 
 
 Steve Court gave the background to this and it was then proposed by Justin Smith, seconded by 
 Mike Sheppard and agreed unanimously.  
 
6. Election of Officers 
 

All current officers were willing to stand for re-election and there had been no new nominees.  It was 
proposed by Terry Cook, seconded by Simon Jackson, that they be re-elected en-bloc.  This was 
agreed unanimously. 

 
7. Election of Lay Members 
 

There were two vacancies and no nominations. This would be discussed at the next committee 
meeting.  [Note: After the meeting closed Simon Jackson volunteered to take a post] 

 
8. Presentation of Chris Tomlinson award  
               

Steve Court advised the meeting that this year it was awarded posthumously to Mike Smith.  He had 
been an energetic Lay Member, never afraid to speak his mind regarding issues, particularly relating 
to the foot soldiers.  His feedback to Steve was always helpful and he had made a massive 
contribution to umpiring.   
 
The presentation was made by Chris Tomlinson to John Cull and John advised that there would be a 
further presentation to Sonya (Mike’s widow) at a later date. 
 

 John also advised that Chippenham Hockey Club is establishing a Memorial Fund in Mike Smith's 
 name with the objective of supporting/encouraging youngsters to play and enjoy their hockey at 
 Chippenham.   

 
 
9. Any Other Business as permitted by the Chairman 
 

Chris Tomlinson proposed a vote of thanks to the Committee for they work they do during the 
season. 
 
Meeting closed at 20:15. 
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REPORTS 
 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT SEASON 2016/2017   
 

I must begin by apologising for not being with you this evening but I have managed to double book myself! I 
must also thank Steve Court for agreeing to chair the meeting in my absence. 
 
So yet another season draws to a close, during which the Committee have again worked hard to keep the 
Association moving forward, albeit shorthanded for most of the last year. We were already a Lay Member 
short before the season started but then became two down with the unfortunate illness and then passing of 
Mike Smith. Mike was exactly the sort of Member this Association badly needs more of, a real hockey man, 
and his input has been missed in Committee as I am sure it has on the pitch both by teams and colleagues. 
 
I have heard rumours that another long serving member, George Elliott, is soon to depart for pastures new. I 
am not certain how long George has been umpiring for this Association but it must be in excess of 30 years, I 
retired from playing in 1988 and can remember George umpiring for several seasons before then. If the 
rumours are true then I am sure everyone would wish George all the very best for the future in his new life.   
 
As always, Steve Court deserves special mention for his continued efforts to keep the appointments running 
as smoothly as possible. How we are going to replace him in due course goodness only knows! Mark 
Windsor has kept his usual close watch on our finances and Alison Cook continues to do an excellent job as 
Secretary.  
 
Recruitment remains a serious issue with the number of umpires taking neutral appointments at all levels 
continuing to dwindle. This is not just an issue in our area but is a national problem that shows no signs of 
improving. One small ray of light might just be the initiative recently advised by the Men’s League, with the 
possibility of further changes moving forward. I will not say more here but perhaps Terry or Alison may care 
to elaborate further? 
 
At the last Committee meeting I confirmed that I was willing to continue as Chairman for the 2017/18 season, 
but that it would be my tenth and last season. Having said that, if anyone is interested enough to want to 
take the job on now then I will happily stand aside.   
 
Thank you all for your efforts during the season. 
 
 
David Lillywhite 
4 April 2017 
 

 
APPOINTMENTS SECRETARY REPORT SEASON 2016/2017 
 
1. This season I have made 324 (last year 316) individual appointments, not counting re-arrangements 
and cry offs.  I have not been able to cover any of the school matches.  However, in general, I get the im-
pression that both you and the clubs have been content with the way appointments have been handled.  Un-
fortunately, some clubs have had 4 or more games UTA. 
 
2. Welcome to the new guy on the block Mark Readstone and welcome back to Pete Hay for his 
second stint with us and Iain Johnston from the West panel. Shaun Cullimore and Gary Morris have retired 
and Steve Burton has moved to Avon & Somerset. Thank you for your service. Tragically we are also now 
without Mike Smith who lost his battle with cancer in January.  He will be much missed especially by me.  
Currently we have 25 panel umpires of which 10 are West.   
 
3. Luckily we were pretty much unaffected this year by the weather which allowed me to have the odd 
lie in!!   I could not have done this job without the active help of all the HGWHUA members taking 
appointments, in particular those who have stepped in to cover fixtures at short notice, so please all take a 
pat on the back.  
 
4. We have been extremely well served this season by those doing watching/coachings.  My thanks go 
to Dave Lennie and particularly Darrell for the number that they have done.  It makes my life so much easier 
to have up to date information on how umpires are performing.  I am sure that Peter will say more.  
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5.        Next Season.  We obviously wait the placing of teams to divisions.  However, I suspect that we will be 
umpiring mostly the same number of home teams as previously but with a different geographical dispersion 
and Conference North could be interesting. The SP for next season will be: 
 

 I hope to issue availability forms in early August and as last year will aim to appoint to pre-
season friendlies as long as I know about them!!  

 We need more umpires on the panel.  This is down to individuals and the clubs with HGWHUA in 
support.  

 
6. Please keep me informed of any address, telephone or email change during the summer.  
Remember I do not have a crystal ball!  For clubs, if I don’t know that you are playing then I cannot appoint, 
see above. 
 
8. Once again many thanks for your support, without it this job would be impossible.  Finally, I have 
been Appointments Secretary for 15 years and consequently next season will be my last.  Please plan 
accordingly!!!! 
 
Steve Court         2 April 2017 
Hon Appts Sec 
HGWHUA 
 

 
COACHING SECRETARY REPORT SEASON 2016/2017 
 
Another busy season.  I have received a total of 35 reports covering 15 out of our 17 active members, with 
some being watched multiple times.  The majority of the work has been done by Dave Lennie and Darrell 
Scarth, with me chipping in with a few watchings.  My thanks go to them for all their hard work on behalf of 
the membership.  The standard of the reports from our coaches has been very high, and their advice is 
always honest – both when it is favourable, and also when it involves criticism.  Comments back from 
members indicate that they receive all the comments in the manner in which they are meant – advising on 
things to build on for the future. 
 
One theme that has come up both in a number of these reports and also in other incidents this season is 
deterioration in behaviour both by players and spectators associated with some of the clubs that we cover.  
Clubs need to realise that hockey is a hobby for the umpires as well as for the players – we are not paid to 
do it, and we give up our time and energy on behalf of the clubs.  If the experiences of umpires covering 
matches is poor, then they will simply stop umpiring, and where does that then leave the clubs? 
 
I feel I must comment on the passing of Mike Smith, who had been starting to get involved in umpire 
coaching both at Chippenham and in HGW.  He is a huge loss to us all. 
 
There are a few trivial rule changes for the new season, and I will be putting these onto the website.  Please 
note that these do not come into operation until the new season.  If you cover summer league matches, 
check with the teams as to whether or not they want the changes applied (if they are even aware of them). 
 
Thanks, as always, to Steve for his appointments – the coordination of umpires and coaches is a real task, 
and he has done very well, once again.  He will be sorely missed when he steps down. 
 
Peter Wheatley 
 
31 March 2017 


