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Minutes of the committee meeting  
Monday 24th July 2017 @ Cheltenham CSSA 

 
Present:  
David Lillywhite DL Chairman 
Alison Cook  AC Secretary 
Mark Windsor MW Treasurer 
Shaun Cullimore SCu Lay Member 
Simon Jackson SJ Lay Member 
Mike Sheppard MS Gloucestershire County Rep 
Terry Cook  TC Herefordshire County Rep 
 
 
 

Item Number 
 

Agenda Title 

1. Co-option of new Lay Member. 
 
Simon Jackson was co-opted to the committee and joined the meeting. 
 

2. Apologies. 
 
Caroline Baynes, Steve Court, Peter Wheatley 
 
 

3. Minutes of previous meeting. 
 

Agreed. 
 

4. Matters arising. 
 
PW action point – Contact with Gloucester regarding an HGW training game.  
AC to contact PW.   
 
MW reported that the mobile friendly version of the website would be updated 
over the summer. 
 
 

5. Reports. 
 
Chairman - DL advised nothing that wasn’t on the agenda 
 
Secretary - AC on membership.   
 

 Was it necessary for the full members to complete a form each year? 
Agreed no need but to remind them to advise any contact detail changes. 

 The newly qualified members who received their first year free – did those 
doing the course in November/December get the following year free?  
Agreed that attendees prior to Christmas would have the remainder of the 
year free (to 31st August) and those on courses after Christmas would 
have the remainder of that year and the following year free. 



 

 All rule books have been issued. 
 

Correspondence. 
 

 Letter of thanks from Chippenham for the donation to the Mike Smith 
Memorial Fund. 

 Email from Justin Smith advising his ‘retirement’ from umpiring.  The email 
was read out as it raised some points that were of relevance and these 
were discussed.  It was agreed that when an umpire stopped umpiring 
contact would be made to get some feedback as to their reasons.  This 
would be best done by a Lay Member. 

 
Action point:  AC to write to Justin thanking him for his contribution to 
umpiring. 
 
Treasurer - MW reported that he was working on the year end accounts and 
would be meeting with Andy Marson shortly for them to be checked.  There was 
no need to increase fees to clubs or the mileage rate. 
 
Appointments Secretary - Report tabled 
 
Chief Coach - no report.  AC raised her concern that on receiving a watching 
report there were subjects in there that had not been mentioned verbally and 
would have benefited from a post-match discussion.  She also advised that a 
colleague had had a similar experience to the extent he felt the written report was 
trying to ‘force’ him to stop umpiring.  SJ advised of an incident in a game where 
the watcher queried a decision which he and his colleague both felt had been 
given correctly.  The watcher didn’t and this was in the report as a negative 
comment without any indication that there had been disagreement in the post- 
match discussion. 
 
It transpired that the watcher in question had not had any training in coaching 
feedback etc. and this will all be picked up by the Selection Committee. 
 

6. Lay Members 
 
SCu - nothing to report 
 
SJ - asked what the role entailed and general guidance given. 
 

7. County representatives 
 
TC (Herefordshire) - nothing to report. 
 
MSh (Gloucestershire) – Report tabled.  MS also advised that club forums 
had/were being held and the third one is September will have an umpire focus.  
DL said he would attend if possible and MS will be there.  There was then a 
general discussion regarding number of umpires and where the problems are.  
MS said that from comments at the earlier forum all clubs seemed to want was the 
ability to find an umpire for their game(s) each week.  MW commented that if this 
was all clubs wanted then why are we trying to engage with them to develop and 
encourage umpires to join the HGW panel. The pair and share option was raised 
again if the HGW umpire is happy to do that or perhaps staying on for a second 
game with a club umpire. 
 
CB (Wiltshire) not present but reported that there had been a recent meeting 



when a note from John Cull with various suggestions for improvements was 
discussed, one of which was to look at Umpire Development in the County. They 
are looking at ways to support this. 

 
DL advised that at the recent West umpires meeting Chuck Baker was there and 
mentioned a letter from John Cull but not as described by CB.  He is looking to 
getting a copy. 
 

8. West Umpiring sub-committee  
 
All new EH umpire numbers are on the WestHockey website list.   
 
No new chairman as yet. 
 

9. League matters 
 
TC advised that for 2017/18 it was a requirement for the umpire number to be 
entered on the match card.  This is a soft introduction to identify issues, one of 
which would be for the umpire to know and remember their number.  AC 
suggested that when SC sent out his contact list the umpire number could be 
included.  This would help if an umpire didn’t know/didn’t stay after the game.  
Agreed and also AC to do a note for Steve to include in his pre-season message 
to umpires and clubs. 
 
Action point: AC to update SC and draft a note. 
 

10. Level 2 progression document 
 
The draft document was updated with suggested amendments.   
 
Action point: AC to circulate for a final check prior to being added to the 
website. 
 

11. Pre-season meeting. 
 
In the absence of any major rule changes it was agreed not to hold a meeting and 
deal with administrative matter by way of a virtual EGM. 
 

12. Any other business. 
 
None 
 

13. Date of next meeting 
 
3rd or 9th October depending on availability. 
 

  
Meeting closed at 9:27 
 

 
 
 
 



Reports annexe 
 
Appointments 
 
Teams for this season (last year) are: 
CN 5 (4), C1 1 (2), C2 4 (2), DCM 1 8 (7) and DCM 2 4 (5).  Total 22 (20) 
 
Umpires. George has moved away and Justin has retired so I now have 13 non West panel 
umpires.  You do not have to be a rocket scientist to work out that we will be only be able to cover 
half our normal appointments.  Selection Committee will need to decide whether we drop C2 and 
DCM2 games. 
 
Steve Court 
 

Gloucestershire Umpiring Secretary Report for HGW – 24th July 2017 
 
 

Level One Umpire Register 
 
Current Total of Level One (assessed) on County Register 
 
163 umpires 
 
Added to Level One (assessed) County Register since last meeting 
 
0 umpire 
 
Current Total of Level One (unassessed) on County Register 
 
89 umpires 
 
Added to Level One (unassessed) County Register since last meeting (and course attended) 
 
5 (Wotton under Edge & Yate Outdoor Sports Centre) 
 
Level One Courses run within County since last meeting 
 
One - Wotton under Edge 16 attendees on 30th April 2017 
 
Other Umpiring Courses held within County since last meeting 
 
None 
 
Report on Activity within County since last meeting 
 
Nothing to report 
 
 
Mike Sheppard 
Gloucestershire Umpiring Secretary 
24th July 2017 
 
I also attended the National Umpire Conference in June 2017.  The discussion was mainly about 
the previous four year development plan and seeking ideas for the next four year development 
plan. 


